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TAGS: PFOR, PN, DR 

SUB J : PANAMA CANAL DELEGATION 

REF: SD 2659 

1. PANAMANIAN EMBASSY OFFERED JUNE 13 PRESS CONFERENCE/COCKTAIL 
FOR CANAL DELEGATION AT WHICH DR ESCOBAR REITERATED EARLIER 
COMMENTS THAT PRESIDENT BALAGUER HAD GIVEN HIS SUPPORT TO 
PANAMA'S POSITIONS ON CANAL. 

2. COMMENT: THE MOST NOTABLE THING ABOUT THE PRESS CONFERENCE 
WAS THE GUEST LIST WHICH, ACCORDING TO THE PRESS AND TO 
EMBASSY SOURCES, CONSISTED OF NEWSPAPER AND RADIO REPORTERS, 
EDITORS, UNIVERSITY RECTORS AND MEMBERS OF THE MAJOR 
OPPOSITION POLITICAL PARTIES, BUT NOT GOVERNMENT PARTY MEMBERS. 
THE PANAMANIANS MAY HAVE LOST SOME GROUND WITH PRESIDENT 
BALAGUER BY GAUGING THEIR PITCH SO OPENLY TO THE OPPOSITION. 
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